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Summary Data for 2016 
 

 Number 

CRASHES  

Fatal Crashes 77 

Serious Injury Crashes 574 

Minor Injury Crashes 4 562 

Property Damage Crashes 11 562 

TOTAL 16 775 

  

CASUALTIES  

Fatalities 86 

Serious Injuries 692 

Minor Injuries 5 787 

TOTAL 6 565 

  

OTHER DATA  

Vehicles on register1 1 419 302 

Fatalities per 10 000 vehicles 0.61 

Serious Injuries per 10 000 vehicles 4.88 

Casualties per 10 000 vehicles 46.26 

Licence holders2 1 225 254 

Driver/rider fatalities per 10 000 licence holders 0.40 

Driver/rider serious injuries per 10 000 licence holders 3.51 

Driver/rider casualties per 10 000 licence holders 35.62 

Population3 1 716 966 

Fatalities per 100 000 population 5.03 

Serious Injuries per 100 000 population 40.51 

Casualties per 100 000 population 383.33 

 

                                                        
1 Excludes trailers, caravans, plant and equipment. Source: Registration and Licensing, Dept for Planning, Transport & Infrastructure, December 2016. 
2 No. of individual licence holders (inc learner permits). Source: Registration and Licensing, Dept for Planning, Transport & Infrastructure, December 2016. 
3 Estimated resident population. Source: Australian Demographic Statistics, ABS, cat. no. 3101.0, June 2016. 
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Key Points 2016 
 
Á A total of 16 775 crashes were processed for South Australia in 2016 ς 77 fatal crashes, 574 serious injury crashes, 4 562 minor injury crashes 

and 11 562 property damage crashes. This resulted in 86 fatalities, 692 serious injuries and 5 787 minor injuries. 
 
Á The estimated cost of crashes to the community in 2016 was $1.64 billion1. 
 
Á The 86 fatalities that occurred in 2016 is the lowest on record and resulted in a fatality rate per 100 000 population of 5.03, lower than the 

national average of 5.37 
 
Á Greater Adelaide Area - Fatal and serious injury crashes decreased in 2016 compared to 2015. There were 32 fatal crashes, 11 fewer than 

in 2015 (43). This continues the decline of fatal crashes in the Greater Adelaide area over the last 5 years (2011-2015 average of 42). There 
were 339 serious injury crashes in 2016 compared to 391 in 2015, and also fewer than the previous 5 year average of 393 (2011-2015). 
41% of fatal crashes in Greater Adelaide were at intersections, a slight increase from 35% in 2015. 

 
Á Rural areas ς Fatal and serious injury crashes have also decreased in rural areas in 2016 compared to 2015. The decline has been similar to 

that of crashes in the Greater Adelaide Area. Rural fatal crashes have decreased from 53 in 2015 to 45 in 2016 (5 year average of 50). 
Serious injury crashes have declined from 266 in 2015 to 235 in 2016 (5 year average of 274). 56% of fatal crashes in rural areas were single 
vehicle crashes such as the vehicle rolling over or hitting objects such as trees, a slight decrease from 57% in 2015. 

 
Á Young road users - The number of 16-19 year old fatalities dropped from 7 in 2015 to 3 in 2016, while the number of 20-24 year old 

fatalities increased from 9 in 2015 to 12 in 2016, also above the previous 5 year average of 10 (2011-2015). In contrast, the number of 
serious injuries in the 16 -19 year age group increased to 81 in 2016 compared to 71 in 2015, and above the 5 year average of 74 (2011-
2015). There was a slight increase in serious injuries for the 20-24 year old age group to 86 in 2016 compared to 84 in 2015, but still well 
below the 5 year average of 100 (2011-2015). 

 
Á Older road users ς while fatalities and serious injuries for older road users aged 70+ remained relatively stable in 2016 compared to 2015, 

there was a notable increase in the 90+ age group with 4 fatalities and 11 serious injuries in 2016 compared to 1 fatality and 5 serious 
injuries in 2015 and an average of 2 fatalities and 2 serious injuries (2011-2015).  

 
Á Drivers ς fatalities and serious injuries decreased in 2016 compared to 2015. The number of fatalities of light vehicle drivers dropped 

significantly to 36 in 2016 compared to 51 in 2015 and an average of 47 (2011-2015). In contrast there were 5 heavy vehicle driver deaths 
compared to just one in 2015 and a 5 year average of 2 per year (2011-2015). The number of drivers seriously injured for both light and 
heavy vehicles also fell in 2016 compared to 2015. 

 
  

                                                        
1 Calculated using Willingness to Pay method 
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Preface 
 
This publication presents information compiled from police reported crashes in South Australia for 2016 and is the forty-ninth edition in an 
annual series that commenced with 1967 data. 
 
 
How crashes are reported and processed? 
 
When a reportable road crash occurs, South Australia Police (SAPOL) collect the data through vehicle crash reports, which are entered into 
{!th[Ωǎ Vehicle Collision System (VCS). The reports are then electronically forwarded to the Safe Systems and Crash Investigation Unit of the 
Department for Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI) for further processing and geocoding. The information is checked for accuracy and 
ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ tǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŎǊŀǎƘ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5t¢L ΨwƻŀŘ /ǊŀǎƘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜΩ ό¢!w{ύΦ 
 
The data presented in this report is for information purposes only and should be used with care before drawing conclusions not contained in 
this report. Details in this publication may differ from information previously released or published due to the database continually being 
updated with new information. Road crash information contained in this publication is derived from TARS.  
 
Please note data reported within this publication is correct at the time of extraction.  Due to continual quality assurances and process updates 
historical data may not match previous publications. 
 
 
Scope 
 
The crash statistics included in this publication are confined to those crashes which: 
Á were reported to SAPOL (excludes SAPOL online crash reporting); 
Á occurred on a road defined in the Road Traffic Act 1961; 
Á ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !¢{. ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ άGuidelines For Determining Events as Road Crashes in Australiaέ  όǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ March 2000) 
Á involved at least one moving vehicle 
Á involved at least one person being killed or injured, vehicle towed away, or total property damage of $5000 or greater 
Á and includes all crashes that involved bicycles, motorcycles and scooters (irrespective of damage value or injury level) 
 
CǊƻƳ м WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмоΣ 5t¢L ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΩ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ Ϸрллл ƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ represents 
a change from previous reporting, where ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΩ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ 5t¢L ǎƛƴŎŜ Wǳƭȅ нлло ǿŀǎ ϷолллΦ Preceding 
ǘƘƛǎΣ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΩ ŎǊŀǎƘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǿŀǎ Ϸмллл ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ м WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мффуΦ 
 
 
Related Publications 
 
All monthly and annual statistical reports are ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5t¢LΩǎ wƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
http://towardszerotogether.sa.gov.au/road_crash_facts/sa_crashes  
 
Road Fatalities in South Australia (monthly) 
Road Fatalities Involving Heavy Vehicles in South Australia (monthly) 
Road Crash Serious Injuries in South Australia (monthly) 
Road Crash Serious Injuries Involving Heavy Vehicles in South Australia (monthly) 
Road Crashes in South Australia annual reports 
South Australian Road Safety Progress Report (Quarterly)  
Road Safety Fact Sheets 
 
 
Acknowledgements 
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Notes 
 
From 1 January 2013, new ABS boundaries were introduced into the coding corresponding to the Greater Adelaide City Statistical Area replacing 
the previous metro/rural boundaries. As a consequence, Mt Barker and Adelaide Hills Council, part of Mallala, Barossa and Light Councils are 
now incorporated into Metropolitan Adelaide. 
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Definitions & Explanatory Notes 
 
BAC Blood Alcohol Concentration (mg/100mL). 
 
Bicycle Any two or three wheeled device operated by pedals and propelled by human power. Includes motorised bicycles. 
 
Bicycle Rider A person occupying the controlling position of a bicycle. 
 
Bicyclist A bicycle rider or passenger. 
 
Driver A controller of a motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or bicycle. 
 
Drug Methamphetamine, MDMA (Ecstasy) and/or THC (cannabis). 
 
DPTI Department of Planning, Transport & Infrastructure. 
 
Casualty  Any person killed or injured as a result of a crash. 
 
Casualty Crash Crash where someone had been killed or injured as a result of the crash. 
 
DCA Definition for Coding Accidents ς a coding system to describe the events involved in a crash. ¢ƘŜ ΨŎǊŀǎƘ-ǘȅǇŜΩ ƛǎ based 

on the traffic movements leading up to the crash. Participant intent, as well as actual movement, is used in 
determining the DCA crash type. 

 
Fatal Crash A crash where there is at least one fatality. 
 
Fatality A person who dies within 30 days of a crash as a result of injuries sustained in that crash. 
 
Heavy Vehicle Heavy vehicle includes the following vehicle types: Rigid truck, Semi-Trailer, Bus, B Double and other defined special 

vehicle. 
 
Intersection Crash A crash for which the first impact occurs at or within a 20 metre radius of an intersection. 
 
Metropolitan  Greater Adelaide City Statistical Area. Comprises of the following local government areas: Adelaide, Burnside, 

Campbelltown, Charles Sturt, Holdfast shores, Marion, Mitcham, Norwood, Payneham & St Peters, Onkaparinga, 
Playford, Port Adelaide & Enfield, Prospect, Salisbury, Tea Tree Gully, Unley, Walkerville, West Torrens, Adelaide Hills, 
Mount Barker, Gawler and part of Barossa, Light and Mallala councils.  

 
Mid-block Crash A crash that occurs between two intersections. 
 
Minor Injury A person who sustains injuries requiring medical or surgical treatment, either by a doctor or in a hospital, but is not 

admitted to hospital, as a result of a road crash and who does not die as a result of those injuries within 30 days of 
the crash. 

 
Minor Injury Crash A crash where at least one person sustains minor injuries. 
 
Motor Vehicle Any road vehicle which is mechanically or electrically powered but not operated on rails. 
 
Motorcycle Any mechanically or electrically propelled two or three wheeled vehicle with or without side-car; includes solo 

motorcycle, motorcycle with sidecar, motor scooter, mini-bike, and quad bikes. 
 
Motorcycle Rider  A person occupying the controlling portion of a motorcycle. 
 
Motorcyclist Motorcycle rider or pillion passenger. 
 
Other Road User Occupants/controllers of animal drawn vehicles, ridden animals, railway vehicles, tram, and other defined special 

vehicle.  
 
Other Vehicle Type Animal drawn vehicles, ridden animals, railway vehicles, and tram. 
 
Passenger Any person, other than the controller, who is in, on, or falling from a road vehicle at the time of the crash, provided 

a portion of the person is in/on the road vehicle. It does not include those that are boarding or alighting a road vehicle 
at the time of the crash.  

 
Passenger Vehicle Includes all cars and car derivatives including 4WDs, vans, utilities and station wagons. Excludes heavy vehicles, light 

trucks (<4.5 tonnes), motorcycles and bicycles. 
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Pedestrian Any person who is standing, walking, playing, lying on the road or alighting or boarding a road vehicle at the time of 
the crash. It does not include those that have fallen from a vehicle. Also Includes riders and passengers of motorised 
wheelchairs/wheelchairs, small wheeled vehicles and gopher users.  

 
Pillion Passenger A passenger on but not controlling a motorcycle.  
 
Property Damage Crash A crash resulting in property damage in excess of $5000 or where at least one vehicle has been towed away and in 

which no person is injured or dies within 30 days of the crash. 
 
Road Crash Any apparent unpremeditated event reported to the police and resulting in death, injury or property damage in 

excess of the prescribed amount, and attributed to the movement of the road vehicle on a road. 
 
Road User Any person who is a pedestrian, rider, or the occupant of a road vehicle.  
 
Rural  Area outside of metropolitan Adelaide. Comprises of the following local government areas: Ceduna, Cleve, Elliston, 

Franklin Harbor, Kimba, Lower Eyre Peninsula, Port Lincoln, Streaky Bay, Tumby Bay, Whyalla, Cooper Pedy, Finders 
Rangers, Port Augusta, Roxby Downs, Alexandrina, Kangaroo Island, Victor Harbor, Yankalilla, Grant, Mount Gambier, 
Naracoorte Lucindale, Robe, Tatiara, Wattle Range, Berri & Barmera, Karoonda East Murray, Loxton Waikerie, Mid 
Murray, Murray Bridge, Renmark Paringa, Southern Mallee, The Coorong, Barunga West, Calre & Gilbert Valleys, 
Copper Coast, Goyder, Mount Remarkable, Northern Areas, Orroroo/Carrieton, Peterborough, Port Pirie, Wakefield, 
Yorke Peninsula and part of Barossa, Light and Mallala councils. 

 
Serious Casualty A fatality or serious injury. 
 
Serious Casualty Crash A crash where at least one fatality or serious injury occurs. 
 
Serious Injury A person who sustains injuries and is admitted to hospital for a duration of 24 hours or more as a result of a road 

crash and who does not die as a result of those injuries within 30 days of the crash. 
 
Serious Injury Crash A non-fatal crash in which at least one person is seriously injured. 
 
Vehicle Occupant Driver or passenger within a motor vehicle. 
 
 
 
 
Speed definition 
 
Based on NSW Roads and Traffic Authority criteria for determining whether or not a crash is to be considered as having involved speeding as a 
contributing factor.  A motor vehicle is assessed as having been speeding if it satisfies the conditions described below: 
 

a) ¢ƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭer (driver or rider) was charged with a speeding offence; or the vehicle was described by police as travelling at 
excessive speed; or the stated speed of the vehicle was in excess of the speed limit; or the vehicle weight or the speed of the vehicle 
was faster than that allowed for the licence class of the driver or rider, or the vehicle weight OR 

b) The vehicle was performing a manoeuvre characteristic of excessive speed, that is: 
Á while on a curve the vehicle jack-knifed, skidded, slid or the controller lost control; or 
Á the vehicle ran off the road while negotiating a bend or turning a corner and the controller was not distracted by 

something or disadvantaged by drowsiness or sudden illness and  
Á was not swerving to avoid another vehicle, animal or object and the vehicle did not suffer equipment failure. 
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Table 1: Trends in South Australia, 1995 ς 2016 
 

 

                                                        
1 At December 2016. Excludes tractors, trailers, caravans, plant and equipment. Source: TRUMPS database, Registration & Licensing Section, DPTI 
2 At December 2016. Source: TRUMPS database, Registration & Licensing Section, DPTI  
3 Population as of June 2016. Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Demographic Statistics, cat.no. 3101.0.  
4 Travel for the year ended June 2016. Source:  Australian Bureau of Statistics, Survey of Motor Vehicle Use, cat. no. 9208.0.  
5 Licence holder fatality rates are based on driver and rider fatalities only.  
Notes:  
From 1 July 2003, DPTI began to only process property damage crashes where the value was $3000 or greater or the vehicle was towed away regardless of the damage value. Previous to this it was $1000.  
From 1 January 2013, DPTI began to only process property damage crashes where the value was $5000 or greater or the vehicle was towed away regardless of the damage value. 
DPTI TARS road crash database is continually being updated so historical data may not match with previous reported data. 

Year 

Crashes Casualties Vehicles 
on 

Register1 
όΨлллύ 

Licence 
Holders2 
όΨлллύ 

Population3 
όΨлллύ 

Vehicle 
kilometers 

traveled4 
όΨллл лллύ 

Fatalities per 

Fatal 
Crashes 

Serious 
Injury 

Crashes 

Minor 
Injury 

Crashes 

TOTAL 
Casualty 
Crashes 

Property 
Damage 
Crashes 

ALL 
Crashes Fatalities 

Serious 
Injuries 

Minor 
Injuries 

ALL 
Casualties 

10, 000 
vehicles 

10,000 
licence 

holders5 
100,000 

population 

100 
million 

VKT 

1995 164 1185 5097 6446 32844 39290 182 1521 6638 8341 945 975 1469 13195 1.93 0.98 12.39 1.38 

1996 162 1324 5023 6509 32432 38941 181 1720 6775 8676 959 979 1474 - 1.89 1.09 12.28 - 

1997 124 1168 5138 6430 32442 38872 149 1509 6716 8374 969 995 1479 - 1.54 0.80 10.07 - 

1998 152 1225 5551 6928 32664 39592 168 1566 7345 9079 995 995 1487 13974 1.69 0.85 11.30 1.20 

1999 132 1238 6047 7417 34287 41704 153 1607 8071 9831 1010 1012 1493 13081 1.52 0.85 10.25 1.17 

2000 151 1229 6433 7813 33172 40985 166 1627 8501 10294 1011 1025 1498 13153 1.64 1.04 11.08 1.26 

2001 137 1245 6351 7733 33041 40774 154 1603 8497 10254 1023 1045 1502 15085 1.51 0.85 10.25 1.02 

2002 138 1199 6249 7586 32525 40111 154 1538 8382 10074 1045 1047 1522 14855 1.47 0.88 10.12 1.04 

2003 135 1169 5786 7090 23220 30310 156 1470 7597 9223 1034 1052 1527 14963 1.51 0.85 10.21 1.04 

2004 128 1071 5521 6720 15548 22268 139 1331 7297 8767 1049 1072 1534 15241 1.32 0.93 9.06 0.91 

2005 126 994 5106 6226 14945 21171 147 1296 6629 8072 1065 1094 1542 14533 1.38 0.84 9.53 1.01 

2006 104 1092 5009 6205 14513 20718 117 1358 6489 7964 1085 1042 1555 15535 1.08 0.77 7.53 0.75 

2007 108 1090 5295 6493 15230 21723 125 1368 6961 8454 1107 1073 1585 14212 1.13 0.62 7.89 0.88 

2008 87 996 5615 6698 15223 21921 99 1217 7174 8490 1171 1094 1602 - 0.85 0.56 6.18 - 

2009 104 908 5213 6225 15506 21731 119 1108 6618 7845 1201 1135 1623 - 0.99 0.65 7.33 - 

2010 105 886 5424 6415 15877 22292 118 1050 6907 8075 1226 1136 1645 14615 0.96 0.64 7.17 0.81 

2011 95 781 5471 6347 16970 23317 103 932 6896 7931 1265 1141 1657 - 0.81 0.53 6.22 - 

2012 86 637 5377 6100 16729 22829 94 761 6624 7479 1285 1155 1655 16313 0.73 0.56 5.68 0.58 

2013 89 666 5037 5792 10883 16675 97 790 6290 7177 1305 1186 1671 - 0.74 0.51 5.80 - 

2014 96 594 5005 5695 10467 16162 108 711 6163 6982 1322 1196 1686 16715 0.82 0.53 6.41 0.65 

2015 96 657 4616 5369 10063 15432 102 759 5800 6661 1349 1204 1699 - 0.76 0.52 6.00 - 

2016 77 574 4562 5213 11562 16775 86 692 5787 6565 1419 1225 1708 16915 0.61 0.40 5.03 0.51 
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Figure 1: Data Trends in South Australia, 1995 - 2016 
 

 
 
 

Figure 2: Fatality Rates in South Australia, 1995 - 2016 
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Table 2: Comparison with other Australian States1, 2016 
 

 
 

Table 3: Road Crash Fatalities by Age Group compared with Deaths of 
All Causes, 2015 
 

 
 
 

                                                        
1 Australian data based on information published by the Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE) for 2016 Statistical Summary. 
2 Australian figures (except SA) are as at January 2016. Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Motor Vehicle Census Australia, cat. no. 9309.0. These figures may 
not agree with registration statistics for individual States and Territories. Data for SA sourced from TRUMPS, as of December 2016. 
3 Population as of June 2016. Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Demographic Statistics, cat.no. 3101.0 
4 Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Deaths, Australia 2015, cat.no. 3302.0. 
5 {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5t¢LΩǎ ¢!w{ ǊƻŀŘ ŎǊŀǎƘ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ. 

 Fatalities 
Vehicles on register2 

όΨлллύ Population3 όΨлллύ 
Fatalities per 10 

000 vehicles 

Fatalities per 
100 000 

population 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 86 1,419 1717 0.61 5.03 

New South Wales 383 5,374 7798 0.71 4.96 

Victoria 291 4,681 6244 0.62 4.80 

Queensland 251 3,854 4884 0.65 5.18 

Western Australia 193 2,208 2568 0.87 7.37 

Tasmania 37 458 519 0.81 7.13 

Australian Capital Territory 9 288 406 0.31 2.27 

Northern Territory 45 158 245 2.85 18.38 

AUSTRALIA 1295 18440 24381 0.76 5.37 

Age Groups Deaths from All Causes4 

Road Fatalities5 

Number % of All Deaths 

0-14 92 5 5% 

15-19 32 7 22% 

20-24 48 9 19% 

25-29 71 7 10% 

30-34 68 8 12% 

35-39 83 5 6% 

40-49 394 13 3% 

50-59 815 11 1% 

60-69 1,562 14 1% 

70+ 10,482 23 0% 

Unknown 3 0 0% 

TOTAL 13,650 102 1% 




